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Conrg a1l begén, fgaLly,;;iﬁ-ﬁhé“vésﬁ ﬁdfhihgnesé.that:was before

‘time began. It began, one might - sayi, - the ‘instant that some unimagin-

able event caused the first speck of ma{ter to’pop into being = Tor
perhaps it didn'tréally start-until-there was enough matter around
to_dausefgraVitational,fiel@s, which enabled the grouping, then the
solidifying of matter into start and planets and: such. Then again
maybe the true begining was when.....

N Anjway,3_~ through predetermiped.though.incpngeivable,orderings
of events and accidents the first 1iVing credtures were formed. - The
possibility didn't become 'so much of a probability wuntil -the ..first
creatures squirmed their ways out of the sea. . The mammals, ah,~ then

Man, - that was when the whole thing really became inevitable, -then the
.time:was'almost-ripet_apd s Just now, ydu‘saw/heard‘the culmination of
~all'creation.” o o i ' S S

”Ah,“ says Dave, om T td uﬁderstand-that the whole.of creation
came about just so that you could stuff yourself with sausage and
beans, and give vent to what you just dige®

I nodded pontifically.
"Hah," says Dave, "and again, Hah!"

As the universe shivered and quietly faded avay -into nothing
ness, I permitted myself a gentle smile of satisfaction.



I HAPPENED .
to be thinking, the other day,of the questions that
arise out of the Post mailing situation,

Or perhaps that isg badly phrased. Never .mind,what I wag
going to say is th¥s., The main factor seems to be ftime. The
overssag members cannot always 1,recieve the mailing, 8,put out
a zine,3 g&t:it to the AE in time, (Thouzh most of "the BMg~. - ..

K3

I've'Seenﬁé;tner;l,are afterthoughts, 2, 1ets~just:pugy&ht:gkpm§}

Anywdﬁgdéiiberately ignoring everythin; else,what about
this lack pf time exouse? (this is what I asked myself,y'see ),
% Aséwhé_tﬁaﬁ'%hey do need longer to meet the mailinss.
Ah,then there Py a s0lTTion of sorts, -

,Génﬁiéﬁengﬁgﬁ&;iédies of course,) I give you, : !
Thridéfxeq;ly"-Publishing Organisation, T.Y.P,0. L1}

R

the

wee? the. whole thits ie solved,instead of mailince in
Ma rchiidung’, sept and. December, you have them in, PFeburary,
June, and Cotoher, JhHus giviny upwards of 6 weeks for the
members to produce their zines in,
And othexr changes too. For ingtance, instead of everyone
joining with the mailinz there numbder comes up,the whole wl
would have to wait until the first mailing of the year,then all
the vacancies would be-filled and No New Mewbers Admitied Unbil
The Next Year.,”' o
Further, every member MUST have completed his activity by
the 3nd mailinz,and hawe paid his dues at leat one month in
advance of the last mailing of the year.If not,hets out.
Membership.wl advance,as in OMPA,t0 the top of the list,
Is ijvited in in the Debeomer mailin:,and must 1,answer within
6 weeks, (fo an A/M invitation) or drop off the wl, and someone
®lse is invited. He,if he getd in,has %o produce 1/8 of his
Tequirements AT LEAST in his first mailing,and (if he only
does 1/5) the remaining 2/3 in the second mailins, Requizsp~
2nts beinsg about 12 or 15 pazes per year.
Dues could Probably be less than OMPA,seeinz as how there
would be fewrer mailings,.,.
It wouldn't matter if the apa was UK or US based,because
of the time between mailinze,..and perhaps we could 52t some
German,Japanese,etc., membars to. ‘

On fhe other hand of course,do we need a new APA?, T mean,
T there are other apas fulfillinz the same functions as this
nd, why bother?. And too,mayhe 4 months betwean mailings mizht
be too 1lonz, '

___Anyone interested in speculating ahout various apas, their
needs,functions,membership,evolution and so on? If you are then
here (if you nezd it!) is the excuse %o trot out all your %éffd
ofigional,sparkling,etc., ideas, and to Change The Face Of Fandom,

Gentlemen, the floor id yours,

L]
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I was talking
to Dave some weeks ajo,befores he went off to
University,and ......

Dave is a CND supportor,as some of you may have gathered,
and durin- the course of the conversation I remarked - words to
the effect that — "banninz nuclear weapons.is a ;ood idea,but
the troudle is that only a minority suppPort this idea,sone are
in favour of retainin- A-weapons because they believe.in a
Iuclear Dettarant,others tecause of a desire to-use the weapons
in an a;ression,if they find a zood opartunity...but most people
just haven't ot the foxjiest idea-about what is joinj on....
and its these pecple “#ho are manipulated in various ways by
the various jovernments in- the various countries that keep the
Governments in power, : S - .

Obviously,if you could only et it across:to- this sreat
mase of (semia% humanity just what is entailed in an A-Far,they
would-not .1iké it very much,.,but even if you zot it across To

‘them,it would do 1ittle -ood tecause they are sheeplike,and with

no-one to tell them what to do they would just sit around and
mumble, So. Takin; everythins into account,the loilcal and
ONLY EFFRECTIVE steps that can be taked towards nutlear disarmament
are political, That means wmasg-manipulation,the same thin; that
all the political lads do now,For "the Peoplé! (despite.nieave
ideas like yours,Pat) have Never:.accomplisged.anything on their
owa....They had to be led. (Quateé-American,French--and Russeian
revolutions at me and then fry to find a leader who would in all
justification <was not merely "of the people!" bub one of them, '
This 18 impossikle in my view by the very definition of Leadek )
(Somewhere here I have lost my point-—-—), Well what it all
came down to was that (if I rememter correctly).was of the
opinion that I exa~erated the dumbness of the averase citizen,
go,I conducted,if I may be perkitted a phrase,a Survey of
a couple of averaze type Dritons.Tho! this is.by no means .
conclusive,it needs a couple of thousand people or more really, .
it does chow, well, see for yourself, : @ " g

Q. How many hours a week do you wathch e o

A. 1, All the time except when we 50 oub.,
2., “hen Itm nct out or at work,. =" ° - °
3. A couple of hours,if there ig a mrder on.

Q. hat sort of proirammes #o you like?

A, 1.Coronation gt,Harpers and like that,lové stories.
2.7 Cars,London Palladium,anythinz like that,. - - .
3. I like a 300d murderg S i 2pEA

Qe dhere ig;— Lenigradlst-Petersburg,Staiingrad,Mbscow?

A, 1, Germany? |

A. Don!'t kanow,
3. douldn!'t answere. (I was lauzhing). =



ho was Stalin?

1, A Germen with the Kiaser.

2. Don't know,

5. A Russian in the war with Churoh111
That and Eheru is the kremlln?'

1.-Uever heard of it.

2.°A jail in Dublin,You've heard of 1t? Qh,no...Belfast,

. there ig the Kremlln Jail in «elfast Where Hlnds Was
Tagt time. :

3. . In scotland? -

dho is Krushohev?

1. A Russ:.an

3. -The Russian Prime Mlqister well mors than a PM theytve

.- 30% no Queens in Russia.
3, An actor?

ﬁho 1s Kennedy?" _ )
1, US President. =~ ‘_.'»., S

;8 President of America.

‘gomethin; 0 do’ #ith bénks?

'Ehere Joes Kennady 11ve?

'i Don't know
.- 3, .The Ihlte Uouse

"~

o, In amerlca..

'”here is the Vhlte house? "

1'1 Don'!'t Know,

2. In Yew York.
5. Dontt know. =

There is Cuba?. TN L L g

1.Don't Knecw,
2. Don!%t XKnow,

(4

3. There the Ru331ans nere sending rockets 0.

‘rat ig the Pentaszon?

1. A Gathederal
2. Fever heard of it.
3, A 1ucky 81“n

that dods the DG in Jashinzton DO stand for;

1. Don't know, 3, Don't Know, -3, Don!t’ ¥now.
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dhat does Senreation mean?
1. Don't know,
2. Don't know.
3., Like the Suffera-ettes?
How dad Abe Lincoln lie?
1l. iie was sho%.
2. Ile wag murilered, -
5. He was killed by somebody,
dhere did he die?
1., in his office,
2. In the wazr,
3. At hone,
fhat was he famoug for?
1. Fishtingz,
2., Tritinz, .
F. TWritinz "John Browms Tody',

Mhose sidé was in on in the American Civil Jar?

1. Forth, . LA
3. South. X g roed
3. Don't know. et ® f

mhich side won the American Tivil #ar?.

L. Tokth, 1. -
3. It was a draw? (I'm sorry,I zi;:led hWere) (yserically).
‘hen aid the AGJar start? . :

1, fAbout 19137 i
3. To, it was bvefore: thau ahout 1909?
3. TDon't kn0w but 1t was oefore the Doer War.

In the e 1n1a' how maay Colonies revolted’ a,alnst
Geogge 111:p .

1., 13,
R, 26, " Y
3. Only one or t#0,then- 21l of then Oh a“out twenty,

Dc you know anythin~ at all about the 4ar of Amerlcan
InAQpenlanee? ,

1. \}oo 8. I}Oo 5| nI-;Oo gl 3 N



Q. 7ho was Georte Washington?
A 1, Prime MHinister.

2. President of US.

3. He built Washingzton.
Q. #ho was Renedict Arnold?

A 1, who?
2. never heard of him,
3. don!'t know.

Q. Who waeg Lord North?
A. 1. an iP.

2. A Lozrxd.

5. He owns Lancshire.
Q. Then, approximately,was the US Tar of Imd fought? -
A. 1. About 1800 |

2. Don't know.

3. Don't know, .

Qx that was the Bos#oanea Party?. N .5

A, 1. Jasn't it where theyall 30t shot?,all the orooks
shot each other? or was it a conference? _
2. Don'!t know, i o
3. Somethin like. Guy. Fawkes nizht only for Americans
Q.  Have you rgad a book during the past year?
A, 1l'we. ‘{ “a.mo. . 3. Yo.
4 . . .:_ ’ -.: . ' v
Q. fhen did you last read a book,all the way throuzh?
A. 1., don't know, 2.don't know, - 3,can!t remewmber.
Q. hat dofyourréadf R
A. 1. comice -and.love stories in pictufes. C
8. paper., CETEG P w -
&, Vewspapers,
Q. The was ¥illiam The Conquerer? )
A. .1, He éonquéred‘ﬁomeone,didnlt_he 20 to Holland and

* “capture .everybody, Oh,from Enzland.He was Englishy
2, Don't Know, =~ - - . -
5, Dontt know,

Thats about it., Fhat it really needs if for everyone in
OMPA to get 2/3 questionairs filled in,by Averaze Types,and
gend them to the AE to collate-and .work out the results.Any of
you interested in the idea at all?, .

o

e
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I¥ve just finished . d B it o BB . e, -
- ” reading a book called Yukatan Adventure,by .
Leonard Clark., He and hisg friend,Ha) Hennesey .spent a modth or
80 tfeking about.YUkatanzlookin;:for-lbst_Hayan-oities. They made
the trip.in 1950, 80. perhaps there have been.proper .oxpeditions
oy now, visitin; the.places they casually(almost). ddscovered -
on:their walk-about.. . - ST Pl cn g B o e an
~This.completely ‘nen-technical book givés you,as the .
autho;)intended;in,histpenmng+ an apetite for the.more detailed
-and scientific 'works én thé.same subject. - o oW P

. .fhat iterestad me was the uyths concernini Atlantis(only
touched on brisfly) #u and the orizin of various civilisations.
And the curious peint.of relizion/superstition that the Mayans
shared with the early western and.eastern civilisations, And . .
too,the leiende,relizioms myths really, about Mu beinz wuled )
by white men with Yellow,Dlack. and .Red races. undar them, Now,if
this.inforisaticn is really as old as it i=m supposed to be.... .

why did the.myth makers pick those particular colouks? .I mean, -
why not blue,zreen,or silver men? "B cpl o ; oy

Ihen 2.ain The lezends '6f a vast freshwateyr sea. under

Yukatan, * The peninsular ie wostly limestone with only omne river
of any sige,most of the water zoing straizht down thru! the
pPorus. surface,. And azain, rgports. of places around the.coasts . .
o Yukatan .where fresh.water,drinkable,bybbles up . from the sga bed.
Undergirond river exits?. LE R : Ca

... As.1f it were a here hikein; holiddy these two trotted off
into .the junzle,with- #500 between them,locking,well, just lookin:z,
Apparantly there, is 3 lezend of the Mayan Motherland which-places
it our in the Pacific -Mu — the .middle.one.of three islandg,and’
for reasons. too. lonz to. 50 into here,the two " Awmericans thought
that"maYbe.theirealjlggationWOf,the,MayanMMbtherland was some-.
where in ‘the middle“of the peninsular, The difficultiess were -
many, travelwise, and. for tae.theory of a.larze population existing
in the interior,way back before the Spanish, - S e .

. Traviewise. it was ingecte, junzle, unwilling guides,and of..
coursge "zuideggh who. knew as"1ittle .as. they. did. The main .
obstaclée was the lack of water, Mow. with a rainfall of 50inches .
in the South to 150inches in the north this may seem a little
stra%ge,but,due_ﬁowthe;limestome charachter of the.peninsular
there is very,very,Iittle surface water, It .wad this.lack of .
surfaéé.wateriﬁhaf,diSputedfﬁhe'theOry;Of.a larzé population in -
the interior. ‘And,althou=h the later Mayap built wells eté., it
was, for the”sake'of'this~théory,mhéessaryithat-theffirsi of the
Mayan civilisations 4o havé had water easllly available. For a
ciyllisation does not sprinz up,full *lomn,possessing the
knowlezé of . how 40 di~ wells etc., there had to be some primitive
gtaze. P o e L i e o ol ng ow® wg T F .

. ;. The ;014 Empire of the south seemes to have gprung up
allready formed,and.the New Empire in thé north from that one,
But,thQ:OlduEmpiré:mﬁstvhavé"been preceedséd by.an earlier
cultnféfrequifin;;a;és,toﬁdevelope all the arte kbkpy.had, .. .

T+ 780, 0né theory is that the Mayans developed their culture
in the north, towdrds the Mexican Hizhlands and were. then. driven,
somehow, south,takin< their divilisation with them, From wood
into a stone building culture.

L )
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The other one was that tne oradle oi the race was in $he..
interior,where it had ﬂrown over the years near. a'"ood water -
supply, -
Almost - caeually the tvo Amerlcans set out to flnd this
heartland. Followinz a roumour of an Indian who had claimed
to have flound the 1e,endry underzround sea they,after many
hariships did fimd a sandstciie- plateau streatching foxr miles -
and wileg,wherein fhey found sizeable 1akee,and riins. of building
that geemed to predate any other Mayan buildings By many »

thougands of years.(terrlflo sense—~o f-wonder here). - T \ i
The surprisini thing is that.this plateaun is only 50 mllee'

from.the-nearest v1llaae SUTleSln that it had not been found
by the Iddians., But on the other hand the Indian did not 1like
to go: towards the interior,and besides it was considered folly,
to zo"in that -direction beoause no-ohe knew. if there was any.
Water out there. At 10 to 15 miles a- day,carryln - your oWl
water, that- 1s,about 3/4 days supply for men and Heasts,W1the
no hope of findinz water out there,well, your trips were limited
to the water supply,thzt is 4 or 5 days,say 40 miles,there and
back, Animals usually,the Indians said,died an the thrld day
after the water ran out,men,.? well they died too unless $hey
were almost home by then
Planes had/have flown over thu area maqy tlues but the -
HJunzle is in full possession of the old:cities,naking epottlné,
literally imposesible, The only way anyone could make a zood -
search- of -the- .ared, seemg to me, is by hellcopter The looals % -
haven!t any.helicopters. L "
' ‘Mney for this sort of tnln;,archeolo,y,doeeﬂ' seen very
; easy to-come by....maybe the Carniezie Foundation could do it.
say, 8/53 hellcoptere supplying bages in the interior, where the:
. footwerk is done.....findinzg a plave to land in the 3un~1e well
the hellcopters-could g0 out a week or so beforechand and drqp
.malpalm borbs on likely 51tes that weuld make a clearinz,

5 The Wayans apperantly had a better raa¢ of astronomy .
-and -mathematics, geometry and a knowleze of persgpective,better
‘than ‘$he Ancient Greeks,and a lons time bafore them. And the
dyes and paints they used wers pretty wonderful and not -even
" how oan they 1'\e dupllcated ezactly.‘ :

“And- acustlcs. From the top of a ounnln*ly wrouﬁhu pyraﬁid”
a whisper can still be*hear for a mile -of more. and in the
‘speclal arema like struotures the entire audlenoe must. pave
been able o hear clearly every word,spokeh at a normal tone,
as 1f they were ligtening to thelr nelehbour.

Its rather wonderful to - think of this amaz1ng 01v111sat1a1
. fzrowingsup here,and declineing,until,when the Spaniards came,
“most of the old cltee were- lost even %0 the Mayans still 11v1n6.
A-pity too -that those Spaniards destroyed so.much,the temple
recoxds that would have been so valuable today,to the
understandin# of-the old layas.And so much,that. the Spaniards
didn't zet their hands on,has.béen destroyed by ‘thé "jungle,in
a milder climate they would have been’ preserved

Interesting, to say the least.: ~
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And then

there are the books of Charles Fort.Thich,be they
accurate,are even more s—o-wonder inspiring.They also inepire
a certain amount of unease,

One does not have to look at the records (claimed) of
red rains,black rains,snow 2lso coloured, frogs fallong from
the sky and so on. Consider only the Marie (elesgbiThe report of
the CHALLEIGER expedition of a huze whirlpool shaper,lumesent
Zhinz, fhey passed in the Indian Ocean.

4 fhing like this make old Culuth whatsit sound like a
(cleaned up) childrens fairy tala.

There are more thinys in heaven and earth,loratio, than
are dreamed of in your philosophy. Eh?,

Jome of Forts speculations are rather interesting, For
ingtance he says words to the effect of "what if there are
beings who live upon the surface of our air envelope in the
same way as we,to the deep-—sea fishes,live upon the surface
of their ocean of water?"., (ses H G Wells thins, ).

fﬁé thinzs that fall upon the earth he says,might be
the result of shipwrecks,...as in our ocean @ ship goes down
and the garzo zets loose and becomes unrecoznisable as it
sinks and sinks....perhaps the thinzs that have falled on the
earth are the pressure distented/disrupted ships and carios
of &dhe vpper air beinszs. And bodies of tase crews,

Australites are those meteorites which,for some strange

reagon fall odly on justraidia,They have not been explained yet.

Ty showld the¥ fall there,and only there? Fort speculates
that ab®¥ve justrailia there is,fixed in position as firmly,
comparitivly epeaking,as London or Hew Yark,there ig a city
or a factory,or somethinz, And maybe the people toss out their
zarbage every so often. Or something like that,

The lonzer radio waves bounce off the ionoshhere as if

it were a solid.....

¢ o I wonder what those coloured lizhts were that the last
US agpronaught saw?. and have any of the Russians seen them?

15

Suppose there were some sort of intellizent beings on
our ocean floors,and suppose they toutched of an A-bomb or
two, testing them maybe,do you think anyone would notice them?,
if so, would they e worried,or notr?.

L 3

“Maybe fire ie impossible on the ocean flooribut it seems to

me that I read somewhere that steel runs like butter if you
gubject it to enough pressure, Suppose taere were things on the
gea floor,d'ye think they could know anythinz about pressure?.

Oh well,museinsz like this I figure that there is quite
a lot of material for SF writers., Mo need to be at a loss for
a plot until the ocean and the sky - and spacé - are known a
lot better thah they are now,






